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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, July 7, 2016 

7:00 pm – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

REVISED MINUTES 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a meeting on 

Thursday, July 7, 2016 at the Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 

North Main Street, Southington, CT. Theresa Albanese, Chair, called 

the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Christopher Borowy, Greg Ali, Walter Grover & 

James Sullivan 

 Alternates: John Fusco 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 A quorum was determined. 

 Absent: William Camp & Jeff Crown                  

  

 The Chair seated John Fusco for William Camp and a quorum was 

determined. 

 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone in attendance 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of June 2, 2016 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve as presented.  Mr. Grover 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

     Special Meeting of June 9, 2016 

 Mr. Fusco made a motion to approve as presented.  Mr. Sullivan 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 

5. Reports from Public, Press & Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action 

 None this evening. 
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6. Inland Wetland/Floodplain Filling Applications 

 A. Information – IW #1252 – Application of The Town of 

Southington seeking to rehabilitate Bridge #5535 on West Center Street 

over the Eight Mile River.   Property located adjacent to 594 West 

Center Street. 

 Keith Hayden, Director of Public Works for the Town of 

Southington presented.  Referring to the aerial photograph, you can 

see it is a concrete deck bridge that was never covered with a 

membrane and overlay.  There is a lot of spalling, potholes in it 

patched with bituminous.  It’s gotten to the point where it is cracked 

all through and severely deteriorated the bridge.  We need to replace 

the bridge deck and the beams.  The abutments are going to stay in 

place.  We’re not going to work in the river.  All the work is going 

to be from the roadway.  We will put catchment systems underneath the 

bridge so as we demolish it, in stages, we will catch everything and 

nothing will fall into the river.  It will be netting or they may 

elect to do boards, cribbing underneath.  Explained. 

 Engineering will have review and approve the method the choose. 

 This has some federal and state funds.  I think we have a 48% 

grant on it so we are picking up 52% of it.  Our potion is funded 

under the Road Bond Program, $11 million Road Bond. 

 We are going to do it in stages.  We are going to maintain 

traffic.  There’ll be a slight widening of the road so there is a 

little bit of impact to the top of the embankments.  A little bit of 

fill behind the guide rails and none of the fill will go on the banks. 

 Mr. Hayden pointed out the wetlands.  It is just the stream.  It 

is confined pretty much to the stream channel.  Explained. 

 The wetlands are right against the bank so that all work is 

confined to the top of the bank so that there really is not direct 

impacts to the wetlands.  We are in the buffer.  We’re on the top of 

the bank.  Probably in areas that are already disturbed with road-side 

mowing, repair of the guide rails, anyway. 

 Nothing of any consequence is being removed as far as trees.    

Explained. 

 There will be a silt fence at the downhill side of it.  We will 

plant it.  An area of fill in back of the guide rail was discussed.   

 There is a little bit of fill next to the driveway to the church. 

 It is not really to shore up to the road but to put in a snow 

shelf.  It ends up where you are filling in like six inches on the 

back and then you taper it down a couple of feet. 
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 There are no wetlands or watercourses in the area.  There are 

turtles we have to be careful of.   That’ll all be protected through 

the specifications of the project.  We’ll have a construction 

inspector there during construction and there is a note on the plan 

that they have to apprise all of the people working there about the 

proper protocol and that is a special addendum they put in. 

 There should be no issues with water quality as we are not in the 

water at all. 

 All bridge design has to go through the CT DOT. 

 The plans are to go to bid this fall and award it this fall.  We 

will give the contractor six months to obtain all temporary 

signalization so that early next spring we can go and do it within one 

season. 

 There are two stages.  The first stage we maintain the traffic on 

the south side.  There’s going to be traffic signals so it is going to 

be all one-way traffic controlled by traffic signal.  The Church will 

have its one phase so when it lets out on Sunday morning, they can get 

out. 

 The northern side of the bridge will be removed and reconstructed 

and when they reconstruct it, it will be reconstructed to get two lane 

traffic on it.  So now we are going to have two lane traffic on the 

north side while we rebuild the south side and then we’ll open it all 

up to full width traffic.    Explained. 

 Discussion of the term environmental monitor.   Mr. Hayden 

explained it is going to be a consultant working for us.  There will 

be a full time certified construction inspector.  That person is going 

to also have knowledge of the requirements and he’ll be there every 

day.           

 Discussion. 

 Proper protocol for the turtles was discussed. 

 Mr. Lavallee noted he had done a checklist and all items had been 

incorporated already.  Everything has been addressed. 

 Site walk set for July 21, 2016 at 5:00 pm.  

 

 

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press & Ex-Officio Members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 No one this evening. 
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8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

 A. Election of Officers 

David Lavallee, assuming the Chair. 

 He asked for nominations for Chairman. 

 Mr. Fusco nominated Ms. Albanese for Chairman.  Mr. Borowy 

seconded.  Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

Theresa Albanese, assuming the Chair. 

 For Vice Chairman, Mr. Borowy nominated Jim Sullivan.   Ms. 

Albanese seconded.  Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 For Secretary, Mr. Ali nominated Chris Borowy for secretary.  Mr. 

Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 New Officers:  Chair:  Theresa Albanese 

     Vice Chair:  James Sullivan 

     Secretary:   Christopher Borowy 

 

 B. CT Green Plan Discussion 

 The Chair briefed the commission on this item.  She advised she 

had seen this on the DEEP website.  The time for submitting comments 

has passed however it discusses the strategy for Connecticut’s Green 

Plan.  It discusses plans for acquisition of land and their open space 

goal.           

 Discussion. 

 Discussion of the percentage of open space Southington has to-

date. 

 Discussion of grants as it pertains to the goal of the Town 

towards their open space percentage.   

 Protection of state owned land was discussed.  They prioritize 

very specific areas for protection of wetlands.  Explained. 

  

 C. POCD/implementation 

 The POCD was approved by the planning & zoning commission and the 

town council.  There is a link on the website so you can actually 

download the PDF of the POCD.  Right now it is being used as a guide 
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tool.  It is a reference, as well.           

 Discussion. 

 

 D. Open Space Update 

 Mr. Lavallee reported the open space committee has been very 

active.  We are fortunate to be in a position to make decisions on 

which ones to pursue and say yes or no to. 

 We just closed on the Johnson property on East Street.  It is 17 

acres.  Mostly fields with a brook that runs through it.  Song bird 

habitat and fish species. 

 It is on the website.  There is a placard there now.  We have to 

make that little duck out for parking.  (Enough for two cars off the 

street.) 

 It is a strategic piece because it puts together the corridor 

coming from the Korin Piece off of Copper Ridge, down through the Y 

property, to the Holmquist property, jumps across to Johnson and goes 

to the Cemetery Association down to Belleview.    

 Discussion. 

 The New Britain Reservoir well head area was discussed. 

 

 E. Crescent Lake Update 

 Mr. Lavallee noted it is about two-thirds done.  It should be 

done by August, weather cooperating.  Our Forester goes up there every 

week or other week.  He does inspections.  We received money from the 

sale and we put that towards the invasive species control.  

 Discussion. 

 

 F. Rails to Trails Update 

 The next phase is in the design stage.  (Phase 3.)  It is the 

Curtis Crossing and up towards Plainville.     

 Discussion. 

 Discussion as to the railroad still being in use at Forestville 

Lumber and its impact.  At that point the trail will go off the rail 

and go on street.    

 The state has to be in on the design as they have some kind of 

ownership.     

 Timing was discussed. 
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 G. Member Certifications 

 The Chair advised everyone who isn’t certified should be working 

on this.  It is DEEP’s training for municipal inland wetland agencies.  

It is a comprehensive training program done by CCSU and it is done on 

line and the town will pay the fees for this.   

  

 H. Other Comments 

 Mr. Sullivan commented on a former town application.  He was out 

for his weekend walk around Memorial Park.  He used the little cut 

away section behind the backstop at the little league area.  They did 

a magnificent job.  It’s nice and wide and really opens up access to 

the old neighborhood behind there.  A really nice thing.  It was done 

aesthetically, too. 

 Crest Road cut through was discussed.  Signs were just posted as 

to No ATVs.  You can see the track of the ATVs.  Now it is posted. 

 Mr. Lavallee reported he went up to Grannis Pond.  They just 

started and the foundation is in. 

 Mr. Sullivan brought up the house on Flanders.  We did a site 

walk on a house adjacent to it and they had some things in the back 

and they planted blueberry bushes.       

 Discussion. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Fusco made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Mr. 

Borowy.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


